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When I first started writing for ing the Chester County Conservation Camp and financial supand acting as Editor of
port for the Project Healing Waters initiative for disabled veterSTREAMSIDE in 1995 I could
ans.
not imagine that I would again be
Speaking of the Chester County Conservation Camp, the
doing it 22 years later. Since that Board made a decision to provide a $500 sponsorship check to
first issue was published we have the Camp for 2017. League members who know of children that
had three Editors besides myself, may want to attend the Camp this year should contact Margaret
Chuck Hodgson, Roy Cubbler
Van Gilder, Camp Director, at 610-873-0830 directly for regisand Jack Mickievicz for various tration materials or more information including the dates for the
lengths of time. In 1995, Bob
Camp.
Moser took over as President sucLast year, Matt Romano updated the club at one of its
ceeding Jeff Nissle. The Club had meetings regarding the Project Healing Waters program which
about a dozen members at that
is helping participating veterans become fly fishers through
time and we were meeting in the basement of a church in Phoehands on instruction. Several local fishing clubs including Dame
nixville. Personal computers were becoming more popular and
Juliana League, Valley Forge Trout Unlimited and West
user friendly so it was only natural that I would try using it for
Chester Fish and Game have members that provide volunteer
something more than writing letters and working up excel spread- time for this effort . Last year, the club sent a check of $250 to
sheets. With a lot of support from several writers in the club
help with out-of-pocket expenses including fly fishing and tying
STREAMSIDE was born. Many issues have been written since supplies. We recently received a letter of appreciation which you
that time and there has been much water over the dam, so to
can read on page 5 of this newsletter. Many thanks for everyone
speak. Fortunately, thanks to the efforts of many members, the
who has helped out and plans to in the coming year.
club remains strong with membership hovering around 80 and
(Notes is concluded on page 5)
many active and participating members.
Many thanks for a great run!
In breaking news, John Burgos was
Winter-Spring 2017 Meeting & Event Calendar
elected as President by the Board of Directors
Meetings are held at the Kimberton Fire Co. Fairgrounds Meeting Hall.
at its January meeting. John takes over from
Doors open at 7:15 PM. Meeting begins at 7:30PM.
Emerson Cannon who was elected to fill the
role of Vice-President. Jim Graves and
January 30 (Monday)
John “Skip” Krause were also elected as
Featuring Domenick Swentosky, Writer for Troutbitten.com
Board members. All are welcome additions
to the Board and our leadership team.
Fly Fishing Without the Fly Line
We have a great line up of meeting
February 22 (Wednesday)
speakers and topics as shown in the 2017
Spring Float Stocking of French Creek’s Fly Fishing Only Area
Spring Meeting Event Calendar. All are
Volunteers needed—12 Noon—Meet at Progressive Machine Lot
focused on Pennsylvania fishing. You do not
February 27(Monday)
want to miss these presentations, especially if
Featuring Rob Rohrbach, Guide and former owner of Little Lehigh Flyshop
you are new to the sport.
Techniques for Tough Trout
Our 24th Annual Learn to Fly Fish
March 27 (Monday)
Course will be held on Saturday, April 29 at
Featuring
Tom Gilmore, author of
Warwick County Park off of Rt. 23 (Ridge
Pennsylvania’s Blue Ribbon Trout Streams
Road) near St. Peters. The venue has
April 24 (Monday)
changed from previous years due to schedulFeaturing
Bill
Anderson
of the Little Juniata River Association
ing conflicts with the Phoenixville YMCA.
Little Juniata River-From Sewer to Class A Trout Stream
Warwick Park, however, should be an excelApril 29 (Saturday)
lent location as French Creek runs through it.
French is stocked in this section and is usual24th Annual Learn to Fly Fish Course
ly open to trout fishing after the first weekend
Warwick County Park—See DJL website for details and registration information
in April. If you know of a new or novice
May 6 (Saturday)
flyfisher who might want to attend please
Casting Clinic
have them check our website for registration
Featuring IFFF Certified Casting Instructor Mike Costello
information. Proceeds from the course are
Towpath Park, Pottstown—Registration details to be announced
used to fund our sponsorship of kids attend-
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A December Fishing Story
by Mike Ferraro
This is not a story about fly fishing; it’s a story about nice people, good food, great country, bad weather and jigging for Rocka.k.a. Striped Bass – in the Northern Neck of Virginia, where the Potomac dumps into the Chesapeake Bay. Skip Krause, Joe King
and I started south on the morning of 5 December 2016 pulling my boat, “Wild Thing” to Bill Brann’s place in Lottsburg, Virginia.
Bill is a friend of ours who we had fished the Florida Keys with us in March of this year.
As we crossed the Potomac into Virginia on the way down, a welcome sight greeted us; gas at $1.79
Bill’s place is right on the Coan River with a boat lift and dock. The Potomac is 300 yards away. We
launched my boat and tied up to his dock by 1:30 that afternoon. The drive there is about 5 ½ hours.
Monday afternoon we took Bill’s boat out to see the area and fish a little. Although I had brought a Stauffer’s Lasagna down for a meal, it stayed in the freezer.
Bill had us a dinner of homemade vegetable beef soup
(stew) and
grilled striped
bass with Old
Bay Seasoning.

Bill’s boat Wednesday- a little rough for
fly fishing.
On Tuesday with High wind and rain we did some sightseeing. Bill took us to a
friend’s oyster processing plant where we watched the shucking operation. The plant
had about 60 people shucking these bivalves. We went from there to visit a friend who
makes knives, Indian self bows and knaps flint arrowheads. A neat experience.
The next stop on our
blown out weather day was
a visit to Dover Englandnot the country but the
man. Dover is a friend of
Bill’s and an avid fly fisherman. Here is a link to an
article about him: http://
johncarlinsvirginia.blogspot.com/2011/02/ive-resisted-temptation-to-do-many.html. Dover was a gracious host and told us stories about his and his
wife’s adventures for an hour or so. One of his signature flies is the Dover Peach, and is in the Orvis
Catalog. It’s heavily weighted and if we ever get some decent weather here,
I’ll try it. Dover gave us a couple and I did my best to imitate it. My imitation is shown below.
That night, back to Bill’s for dinner where he fixed us Oysters Rockefeller
baked in muffin tins (left). Oysters, spinach, bacon all topped with cheese.
You can make and eat a lot more when you don’t have oyster shells to contend with.
Wednesday we went out to a
little sporty weather with 15-20
knot winds and 36 degree temperatures. Skip was on my boat
and Joe on Bill’s. We got a few
“Rock” vertical jigging with 2
ounce sting silvers.
(Continued on next page)
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That night we had dinner to think about but Bill had it covered. Deep fried soft shell crabs (below). My lasagna kept going further back in the freezer .
Thursday would be our last day on the water. The wind was low
and the seas flat. Joe went with me to see if we could do some fly
fishing. Although the waves were down the rain started heavily. We
were 10 miles from Bill’s dock and soaked at 11 AM. We decided to
go back. Found birds diving and marked good fish about half way
back. We got five fish out of that bunch (two are displayed below)
and called Bill and Skip to get in on some of the action. Joe and I
motored back to get ready to pull my boat. I didn’t realize how valuable the birds had been until I took the curtains off my boat for trailering. Motoring to the take out ramp was frigid.

Joe

Mike

D*** its cold

YAAHOOOO!

We had some time after the other boat got in and we were going out for dinner in Callao, Virginia. So Bill took us to a local
park where a local artist carved figures in trees throughout the park. There are over 100 of these beautifully done (below).

We took Bill to dinner to partially thank him for a great trip.
Dinner was excellent with seafood combination platters and seafood pasta
with scallops and crab meat and clams. We wrapped up our evening with a
viewing of the Christmas lights in Callao and headed home the next morning.
Our five day mini adventure was over. …..AND, the lasagna is still there!
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Reel Tails - January 2017
by Emerson Cannon
Well all you DJL ers’, it is another year and whoops…maybe I did not accomplish all that I wanted to in 2016. So lets think of
some things I wish I can do this coming 2017!
First…instead of planning on going fishing Wednesday and then looking at the weather that day…thinking
no, just say no but add ….problem….. as in NO PROBLEM, it really is not that bad. Fish always bite on
cloudy, rainy days. I have waders and a raincoat…no problem. Just go! I use to all the time…it was fun. It
probably will still be.
Second……instead of saying I’ll tie those flies later…I
have all week. Get my butt down to the tying area and just
do it. I have always enjoyed tying flies….just tie the ones
that I know that work…then add an invention! Don’t start
with the invention…ha ha! Match the hatch…or the saltwater bait that is around. Here is a great picture of what
they call snot bait (left). It is what albacore love and eat. If
you do not have it…..no fish for you! Nothing like an ant that I can see and floats well! Valley Creek browns love ants!
Third….spend time helping others to learn casting, tying, the ins and outs of our sport. the more times you
help, the more times you feel good about yourself. As you can see….all you need is a rod, a bit
of open space and a willing student!
Finally, get yourself on a trip where all is done
for you. One where, all that you need to do is just
cast and catch! You only will be around for a
relatively short time. You never know when you
cannot go anymore! Go now!

Coming: Our 24th Annual
Learn to Fly Fish Course

Coming: Spring 2017 Float
Stocking-Volunteers Needed

On Saturday, April 29, 2017, the League will be
holding its 24th Annual Learn to Fly Fish Course at
Warwick County Park near St. Peters Village. We had to
change the venue this year because of scheduling conflicts at
the YMCA. We know, it does seem like a long ways away,
but we had such a tremendous response the past few years we
wanted to be sure everyone was aware of the date now in case
you know of someone who is interested in learning how to fly
fish. The class should fill up quickly so don’t delay.
If you know of anyone who is interested please have
them visit our website www.djlflyfishers.org for more information and to download a registration brochure. Those
interested in attending can also call 610-574-3503 (leave a
message) or email djlffpa@gmail.com. The cost of the allday course is $50 and pre-registration is required. Please send
registration information to:
Dame Juliana League
P.O. Box 178 Kimberton, PA 19442

On Wednesday, February 22, 2017, the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission assisted by the Dame Juliana
League will be stocking the Fly Fishing Only Catch & Release area on French Creek. This will be the first of two
stockings on French Creek for 2017. This stretch receives
about 1000 trout each year, a mixture of browns and rainbows. We will be using 2 or 3 float boxes to cover the entire
0.9-mile stretch. Each float needs about four (4) able bodied
men and/or women to handle the boxes. Chest waders, a
wading staff and warm clothing are a must. We will meet at
11AM at the Progressive Machine Tool parking lot on
Pughtown Road, about three miles east of Route 100.
This PFBC sponsored event is a lot of fun and a good
experience so if you are interested in volunteering please contact (ASAP) our stocking coordinator, Dick Allebach at 610933-1846 or email him at rsallebach@verizon.net to sign-up
or obtain additional information. Dick will acknowledge your
response. Thanks for your participation!
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Notes is continued from Page 1
Trout stocking of French Creek is also coming up on
February 22. Specifically, the Catch & Release Fly Fishing
Only area on French Creek will be float stocked provided we can
recruit 12 able bodied volunteers to manage the float boxes. We
will have a signup sheet available at the January meeting if you
can make it. We will also be putting out an email later in the
month. Float stocking assures that the trout are distributed
throughout the 0.9 mile stretch and not concentrated at two locations. It is a fun event and will only take a few hours out of your
day. If you are interested contact Dick Allebach at rsallebach@verizon.net.
Also, be sure to put the date of Saturday, May 6. on
your calendar This is the date of our Annual Casting Clinic at
Towpath Park in Pottstown. Coordinated by John Burgos, the
Clinic features Mike Costello, an International Federation of
Fly Fishers Certified Casting Instructor. The Clinic is for novice
as well as more advanced fly fishers. Mike provides one-on-one
help. If you don’t quite know how to make a double-haul cast
Mike can help you out. The class size is limited to 10, first
come, first serve. Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to
improve or tune-up your casting. Signup sheets will be at the
upcoming meetings.
On July 24, 25 and 26 we will once again need volunteers to help with parking at the Kimberton Fire Company’s
Annual Fair. Not only is this a great community effort to participate in, it also provide the club a venue and location for our
monthly meetings at no charge to us . This is what is called a
synergistic relationship. Volunteers are provided with meal tickets and you will have the opportunity to purchase some of the
tastiest homemade donuts you have ever had. Not to mention
having a great time with your fellow club members. We will be
sending out an email as the date approaches with the time slots
available. Rain or shine. If you haven’t done this before, you
will have fun….guaranteed.
Lastly, the team of board members and volunteers that
manages the ongoing activities and business of the club can always use additional help. Therefore, if you know of someone
that might give a good presentation for one of our monthly meetings or is a good writer and could contribute an interesting story
to this newsletter or has a skillset that could be valuable to our
operations we would welcome their participation. Just let one of
the Board members know.
We are looking forward to a very good 2017 and hope
to see you at one of our upcoming meetings.

Now Available!
DJL Logo Embroidered
Clothing and Gear
from
Cabelas
Our members can now order anything in the Cabela’s
catalog embroidered with the DJL logo simply by calling the
number listed below, telling the representative the item number and indicating you want it embroidered with our logo.
The cost for the logo is $5. This allows everyone to get whatever they want, whenever they want it. No need for inventory
to be held by the club. Looks like a winner to me!
877-892-4424 ext, 3294 (Patty Swayze)
Customer ID: 84325115
Logo ID : 30033609

Order Your Item Now!
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Dame Juliana League
Fly Fishers

P.O. Box 178 Kimberton, PA 19442

Officers and Board of Directors
President– John Burgos
Vice President– Emerson Cannon
Acting Secretary– John Burgos
Treasurer– Bob Molzahn
Past-President– Emerson Cannon
Membership/Communications- Mike Ferraro
Sponsor Relations- Joe King
Fly Fishing Course/Newsletter- Bob Molzahn
Outreach- Ted Nawalinski Website- Tim King
Board Members- Dick Allebach, Troy Dunn,
Bob Moser Jr., Mike Costello, Jack Mickievicz,
Jim Graves, John “Skip” Krause
Member dues per calendar year are
$20-Individual, $25-Family.
For new members please add $5.
Newsletter Editor- Bob Molzahn
Articles, news, and fly tying tips are
gratefully accepted.
Please send them to rfm1949@comcast.net

Dame Juliana League Fly Fishers

is an affiliated member club of the
International Federation of Fly Fishers
Visit our website at

www.djlflyfishers.org

Send comments, inquiries and address
changes to djlffpa@gmail.com

ORVIS®
DOWNINGTOWN
BRANDYWINE SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER
70 QUARRY ROAD, UNIT K (Off Rt. 30)
DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335
Over 10,000 Flies
Extensive Selection Of Fly Rods,
Reels, And Lines
Fly Tying Materials And Supplies
Casting Lessons And Trips Available

Tel/610-873-8400
Fax/610-873-3830
www.orvis.com
“A SportingTradition
Since 1856”

